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SOME SNOWDROPS -

A PHOTOGRAPHIC RAMBLE
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from Amazon or larger snowdrop retail outlets

he year 2020 was certainly an annus

horribilis as we tried to come to terms
with the Covid-19 virus. However, the
publishing of Anne Repnow’s book - Some
Snowdrops: A Photographic Ramble — was one of
the highlights within the snowdrop world.

I’ve known Anne for several years through
the internationally renowned snowdrop
fraternity and am delighted to review this
publication. Anne resides close to Heidelberg
in Germany, as mentioned in her article earlier
in this yearbook. Throughout her busy life in
scientific publishing her love of horticulture
came to the fore. She began studying garden
design while visiting gardens in England and
Germany and finally left publishing to become
a full-time garden designer.

Anne now has time to follow her dream and
spends her time writing, watercolour painting
and tending her own garden. She continued
her love of photography, hence another good
reason for writing the book! She also finds
time to act as moderator for the German
Glanthusfreunde on Facebook and organises a
large annual gathering for European snowdrop
enthusiasts in Mannheim, Germany.

Anne’s ethos for the book was to share the
beauty of snowdrops mainly from her garden,
which she achieves admirably. It is ostensibly
a poignant selection of some 280 of Anne’s
wonderful photographs. These have been
brought together with a few supplementary
images from other collectors to cover some
90 of her favourite Galanthus cultivars. The
book allocates a full page of information and
descriptive text for each of the named
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snowdrops. All pictures show the plant in
flower growing in its natural surroundings.
This is a real bonus for snowdrop aficionados
to help navigate the nuances of plant
identification. The text gives useful
information on the origin and provenance of
specific cultivars including a particularly good
description. Each page also displays a helpful
table giving an indication as to the average
price of the bulb in Euros, its approximate
blooming time and the plant’s vigour.

The book does not set out to cover all the
numerous cultivars now in circulation but
concentrates on a selection of some of Anne’s
all-time favourites. The book certainly lends
itself to a follow-up publication sometime in
the future! The quality of the print and pages
are excellent however, to my mind, the book
should have been offered in hardback.

I would certainly recommend this book to
anyone interested in the genus from avid
galanthophiles to novice collectors. It would
certainly make an excellent addition to any
reference library.

Mick Martin

Mick Martin resides in Cornwall where
he maintains his Galanthus collection.
He is a regular at snowdrop events and
contributor to many a Yearbook
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